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either of obstructing the passage of the taxes through the
House, or of taking upon himself any portion of the responsi-
bility of laying them. A case might arise in which it would be
for those who had been the minority to say whether the sup-
plies should be granted or withheld. -This was not such a case;
it was certain that the taxes would be granted; and, there-
fore, as he had not the power of withholding supplies until a
change of measures in carrying on the war coiild be compelled,
he did not think it fit, by adding His vote to the vote of the ma-
jority, to be deemed to sanction the measures of the Adminis-
tration, through a voluntary support of its plans of finance.
He would have the power and strength of the nation called
forth and guided by different hands, to compel England to
make a peace that would be honorable and.fair. But, as he
could not have this, and as the supplies did not .depend upon his
Tote, he held himself at liberty not to approve, without reason,
the course that was pursued.

At the time when he so voted against the taxes, the Presi-
dent had recently transmitted to Congress information of the
state of the negotiation at Qhent. This intelligence did not
satisfy Mr. Webster that such a peace was demanded on our
part as we ought to demand, or that England meant to accede
to such a peace.1 He did not consider the Administration able
to carry on the war successfully, and did not choose by his vote
to express his confidence in them. He thought the President
ought to be assisted by a much stronger Cabinet j and, looking
at the actual condition of the negotiations at Ghent, he believed
that different measures at home were essential to the procure-
ment of a peace that should close forever all existing contro-
versies. He marked out his course respecting the taxes accord-
ingly, and assigned his reasons for voting against them. In
doing so, he acted in no spirit of party; in fact, he acted quite
as independently of his own party as of the party of the Ad-
imtnistration, for most of the Federal members voted for the
taxes.

As a question of political ethics, there can bo no doubt that
a, statesman, in such governments as ours, is perfectly
to give effect to Ms opinions respecting the measures of ftii
1 Correspondence, i., 245.                  '   , , .